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TANGIER. 


Consul White to the Marquis of Salisbury. 


My Lord, Tangier, August 19, 1895. 
_"I gave the honour to enclose to your Lordship herewith the 
Annual Report on the Trade of this Consular District for the 
year 1894. 
LT have, &e. 
(Signed) HERBERT WHITE. 





Report on the Trade and Commerce of the Consular District of 
Tangier for the Year 1894. 
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Z - MOROCCO; 
Preliminary Remarks. 


In iny previous reports on the trade of this district I have 
dealt with the whole of the northeri portion of Morocco, which 
rorms a distinct trade system of itself, Fez and Mequinez being 
the centres which distribute to the smaller towns and the country 
distri ts of the interior the supplies of European goods they 
draw through the ports of Tangier, Laraiche, and Rabat, 
czeference being given to one or other of these ports according 
%s a variety of circumstances, as explained in my former reports: 
Yhke returns for any gf these ports taken by themselves may, 

4’zefore, give a false impression of the state of trade during 

the year, as the trade which has deserted one port may merely 
have been transferred to another. In order to form a true 
estimate of the fluctuations of the trade of the district it is 
necessary to take into review the united trade of all these ports. 
As it has been found convenient for other reasons to transfer 
Rabat to the Consular district of Daralbaida, to which it is much 
closer than to Tangier, Jam precluded from including the trade 
of that port in this report. 


General Trade. 


The general trade of the port of Tangier during the year 
under review shows a considerable improvement on that of the 
preceding year, the total united value of imports and exports 
having risen from 781,334. to 947,1952. This increase is chiefly 
in the export trade, though the imports also-show un improve- 
ment, even after deducting from their value the large quantity 
of specie introduced. The volume of imports would have been 
greater had not the death of the Sultan in the summer checked 
for atime the introduction of foreign goods, merchants fearing 
to send svods into the interior until they were satisfied that there © 
was no danger of disturbances arising on the death of a Sultan 
in this country. ‘aking exports and imports together, and 
excluding specie, we find the total value of British trade vhas 
increased trom 337,167/. in 1893 to 389,474. in 1894; French 
from 132,6252. to 175,529/. ; Spanish from 102,672/. to 121,7991. ; 
whilst German has dropped from 59,0322. to 33,2220. 


Imports. 


Turning to the statistics of imports, and excluding specie, we 
find that the trade of Great Britain has increased by 19,5102, or 
8$ per cent., whilst french trade has increased by 16,0182, or 
132 per cent. On the other hand, German imports have decreased 
by 25,542/,, or about 45 per cent., and Spanish by 4,3531., or 
334 per cent. The import trade during the year, excluding 
specie, being divided between foreign countries as follows :— 
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TANGIER, 3 
Country. Per Cent. 
Great Britain aie te és ar 57} 
France si ae ve ae a 812 
Germany .. 28 “is oe oe 7 
Spain es a“ Be se 2 
Otlier countries .. “ se es 1j 





The increase is most marked in raw silk, which has been Raw silk, 
brought entirely from France, and of which large stocks have 
been Jaid in by Moorish merchants who desired to profit by the 
low prices ruling on the French markets. This item of itself 
constitutes more than one-third of the total value of French 
imports. 

Cotton manufactured goods, which are always by far the most Cottons, 

important item among the imports, show a slight increase in 
value, although at first sight the volume is less. This apparent 
discrepancy is accounted for by the fact that Manchester goods 
were last year made up into larger bales for economy of packing. 
It is satisfactory to note that, notwithstanding the depression 
of trade caused by the death of the Sultan, British cottons show 
an increase in value of 26,965/., whilst French cottons show a 
falling-off of 15,1702.; German, 3,3407.; and Spanish, 2,510/.; 
the total value of cottons imported from foreign countries 
exclusive of England haying only amounted to 29,7207. 

Candles continue to come almost entirely from England, only Candles. 
118/. worth having been brought from other countries. 

It is principally due to the great falling-off in the quantity of Cloth. 

cloth introduced last year that the value of German imports 
at Tangier has been so much reduced, 18,350/. worth having 
come from Germany in 1893, as against only 1,270/. im 1894. 
The value of British cloths imported has fallen from 7,590/. to 
38,0802. British manufacturers have not yet learnt to supply 
cloths suited to the requirements of this country, namely, cloths 
with a glossy surface and in a variety of pretty shades at from 
3s. to 4s. per yard. 

Tea, which is one of the principal imports from Great Britain, tea, 
shows a considerable decline, attributable, as I understand, solely 
to the depressing effect of the death of the Jate Sultan. 

Flour this year ranks third amongst imports in value, the Four. 

uantity introduced being greatly in excess of previous years. 
Of the 22,0692. worth imported, 19,7142. came from France, and 
only 2,344/. from Great Britain. The trade in flour is steadily 
increasing, local flour mills being unable to compete with the 
cheap flours brought from Marseilles where they are purchased 
f.o.b. at from 11} to 15 fr. the bag of 2 cwts. 

The low price of sugar prevented it from suffering the Sugar. 
general depression. Belgian refineries are gradually winning the 
market from those of France which they can undersell. 
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Oxen. 


Eggs and 
fowls. 


4. MOROCCO. 
Exports. 


An examination of the return of exports shows that the great 
increase in their value, 37 per cent., excluding specie, arises from 
the brisk trade in oxen, slippers, and beeswax. Great Britain, 
France, and Spain have all shared in this increase, the value 
of exports to France being more than trebled. Excluding specie 
we find the increase divided as follows:— 








Increase, 
Country: 
Value. Per Cent. 
£ 
Great Britain .. <6 82,805 30 
France ee ee a 26,886 203 
Spain... re + = 23,480 26 





The value of the oxen exported taken alone exceeds the total 
value of all the other exports together—of the 30,436 head 
shipped 12,033 went to Gibraltar, 13,403 to Spain, and 4,529 
to France. The high rate of exchange on. French money enabled 
shippers to coinpete successfully at Marseilles with shippers from 
Algeria who had to pay for their cattle in French currency. 
The oxen of this country, unless specially fattened, whereby their 
cost is greatly increased, are apparently not of a quality to suit 
the English markets, the few shipments that have been made in 
past years having resulted in failure. 

Eiges and fowls are shipped almost exclusively to Gibraltar 
and Spain. The eggs are very small but of good flavour. I 
understand that trial shipments to England have not been 
attended with success, perhaps for want of proper packing. 


Specie. 


The shipments of specie, both exported and imported, have been 
very heavy during the year, as seen from the following table :— 

















| N Amount. 
Country. . 
Exported. Imported. 
£ £ 

Great Britain 41,500 40,150 
France ae “s ae 25,000 36,150 
Spain... we ee ae 45,285 18,950 
Germany.. i = ne 1,840 

Total .. os “a 111,785 97,090 


ena eee eee 
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The specie imported consisted of bars of silver from England, 
Moorish currency coined in France, and depreciated Spanish 
currency from Gibraltar and Spain. 

The specie exported was for the purpose of buying bills for 
payment of imports and in exchange for the specie imported. 

The rate of exchange, which in February was at 24 per cent., 
fell in December to 14 per cent. The rate of exchange at 
Tangier is governed chiefly by the rate at Madrid. 


Shipping. 


The shipping returns for the port of Tangier during the year General. 
1894, when compared with those for the previous year, show a 
decrease of 40 in the number of vessels, but an increase of 65,057 
in the total tonnage. ‘This is accounted for by the fact that the 
decrease in the number of vessels is in sailing craft and small 
steamers, whilst the number of larger steamers that visited the 
port during the year was greater. The total number of sailing 
vessels which visited the port in 1894 was 246, of which 235 
were under the Spanish flag; in 1893 there were 268 sailing 
vessels, of which 256 were Spanish. Spain also, as in 1894, 
again Claims the largest number of steamers. 

British shipping shows a considerable decrease, the total British. 
being 243 vessels with an aggregate of 44,925 tons, against 
307 vessels of 63,996 tons in 1893, or a falling-off of 64 vessels and 
19,071 tons. This decrease is almost entirely in the smail 
steamers that pty between Gibraltar and Tangier which recorded 
only 209 entries with 17,636 tons, as against 263 entries with 
21,247 tons in the preceding year. There were formerly 4 of 
these small steamers belonging to two companies which used to 
run regularly, but owing to the falling-off in the trade between 
Gibraltar and Tangier one of the companies has gradually dis- 
continued running. The other entries of British steamers are 
composed as follows:—18 vessels with 14,334 tons, belonging to 
Messrs. Forwood Brothers and Co.’s Mersey Steam-ship Com- 
pany, trading from London to Gibraltar and the ports of 
Morocco, 4 passenger steamers yachting, 2 Hadj boats and + 
other steamers. 

French shipping shows an increase of 4 steamers and 4,151 French. 
tons. The subsidised mail boats of the Compagnie Transatlan- 
tique, which run from Marseilles to Tangier, vid Oran, Melilla, 
Malaga, and Gibraltar, are credited with 26 entries and 20,678 
tons, as against 20 entries and 17,489 tons in 1893; whilst the 
steamers of the Compagnie Paquet of Marseilles, trading to the 
Moorish ports and the Canaries, have 45 entries and 30,011 tons, 
which is one entry in excess of the preceding year. 9 eteamers 
carrying harvest Iabourers from Algeria and 2 other cargo 
steamers complete the number of French vessels. 

Spanish shipping, although about stationary as to number of Spanish. 
entries, has increased by 51,448 in point of tonnage, the entries 
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showing 21 fewer sailing but 16 more steamers. Spain now 
claims more than half the shipping, owing principally to the sub- 
sidised mail boat of the Compaiiia Transatlantica, which made 
335 entries, representing 1'76,932 tons in the course of the year. 
Of the remaining entries under the Spanish flag, 42, with 11,998, 
are of the steamers of the sons of Thomas Haynes, of Cadiz and 
Gibraltar. 

German, German shipping is represented as in 1893 by the Woermann 
line of Hamburg, which visit Tangier and other Moorish ports on 
the way to the west coast of Africa, the Sloman line running to 
the Mediterranean and the Atlas line, which call at Antwerp and 
Lisbon on the way from Hamburg to the Moorish ports. 


Return of Principal Articles of Import to Tangier during the 
° Years 1894-93. 





























1894, 1893. 
Articles. 
Quantity. Value, Quantity. Value, 
2 £ 

Bags, empty ... dee «| Bales ane 124 1,248 91 911 
Bricks and tiles ou oe wae ae 4,454 ice 5,439 
Candles ses aay’. ata OWTBS: ~ -isae 3,387 6,774 3,223 6,447 
Caps, red ae ase «| Dozen’ ... 1,530 | 1,530 1,590 1,690 
Cement costes tee Cw. ane 4,494 939 6,916 1,384 
Chemicals and drugs | Packages ... 1,520 3,694 1,056 2,967 
Cloth ... on wa «| Bales and 

cases W7 6,770 292 26,650 
Coals ... ite Sas «| Tons ae 590 934 958 1,533 
Coffee ... one eee ene CWE. one 930 4,168 802 3,468 
Copper and brass... soo] 99 ve 270 1,172 362 1,522 
Cotton manufactured goods { Bales and 

cases a 2,733 198,395 3,056 191,780 
Cotton, raw 1. we veel Cwts. we 334 1,335 135 540 
Crockery, china, &c. «| Packages... 200 1,472 293 2,495 
Deal planksand timber ... see aie 1,181 ves 2,360 
Dyes, cochineal, &c. we] Cots. on 460 1,359 197 971 
Firearms wee sus «| Packages... 571 3,019 48 430 
Flour... ar bes soa] Cres. wae 52,811 22,069 36,094 14,037 
Furniture... ou eo] Packages... 511 2,430 1,251 4,665 
Glassware... sei sis ss aoe 527 2,941 1,014 5,134 
Groceries and provisions ... ay _ 7,713 12,939 6,208 12,164 
Gun, benzoin toe wee] Cwts, ave 476 1,496 62 715 
Gypsum see tee seal | 95 aes 5,740 574 7,750 175 
Hardware... ane «| Packages... 2,560 11,041 2,215 8,075 
Hides, dry and fresh... we] Cwta. 116 290 5 170 
Incense and perfumery _...| Packages... 98 647 93. W15 
Iron, iron rafters, &c. «| Cwts. 5,925 1,557 9,616 2,560 ° 
Linen, manufactured ave] Cases sae 7 825 1 2 
Matches ses ave as} Gross aes 22,850 2,285 21,200 2,120 
Oil, cotton-seed, colza, olive, 

NO Sage eu “esas oe ine se 1,514 ie 2,615 
Oil, petroleum... «4. wef Cases. 6,520 2,036 3,731 1,305 
Paints ... on see ooo} Cwts. aa 553 ‘ 772 1,248 1,268 
Silk, manufactured... «..! Cases... 33 ‘2,640 61 4,880 
Silk, raw see ose nual CWS. one 1,144 43,760 610 24,400 
Spices 0.0 se one wf i asi 936 1,647 740 1,468 
Stationery, paper, etc. w., Packages... 1,003 2,568 716 2,535 
Sugar, brown and crushed ...| Cwts. 3,723 4,617 784 4,281 
Sugar, loaf neo a 15,700 17,563 14,504 16,317 
Tea wes; <daee). *, ieee ew} Chests  ... 4,139 18,626 5,672 25,438 
Tobacco see _ eo.) Cwts, ‘sles 3,722 7,698 3,760 5,930 
Wine, spirite, ale, &c. ar ves ose 10,011 eca 9,886 
Sundries use “| sik ws 15,325 os 17,304 

Total .. lw. cat see 428,310 one 419,279 
Specie... “| ase eee 97,090 4s 74,495 
Grand total —..,/ as aa 525,400 oon 493,774 
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Return of Principal Articles of Export from Tangier during the 


Years 1894—93. 





Articles, 








Goat-hair ... 


Goat-skins ... “ 


Hides ove 
Leather filaly 


Moorish curiosities 


Oxen... 
SUppers 


Wool, washed and greasy / 
Woollen, manufactured .., 
Bird-seed ... aes ef 


Sundries 


i Total 


Specie 


Grand total 


aE A SN 


1894, 





Quantity. Value. 











1893. 


Quantity. Value. 











& 
ool Cwts. ase 244 2,700 814 
a eee 1,986 13,902 1,272 7,632 
wef Bales as 115 1,725 80 1,200 
«| Boxes. 32 480 28 280 
eee] CWE, ane 4,794 11,506 3,345 10,035 
oy eee ce 474 238 1,66 3,214 
.| Thousands 18,233 32,819 21,200 38,160 
..{ Dozens 8,448 4,224 9,420 4,714 
.| Cwts, a 146 263 98 796 
+ 3,498 9,795 4,163 11,449 
.4 1,503 2,404 634 1,427 
+] ss ss 39 | 390 68 336 
ww] Packages... 184 1,024 13 1,350 
we| Herd {30,436 167,398 16,928 101,568 
| Bales 1,593 48,915 708 21,240 
«| Cwts, on 19 70 173 7168 
| Bales oes 224 4,918 271 13,550 
«| Cwts. an 6,100 3,660 6,820 4,112 
se Sac 6,20 ses 3,910 
eee . 310,010 i 226,495 
es ses 111,785 soe 61,066 
‘as 421,795 soe 287,560 





TABLE showing Total Value of all Articles Exported from and 
Imported to Tangier from and to Foreign Countries during 
the Years 1894-93. 





Country. 


eee meee meena 


Great Britai 
Gibraltar 





a 





and 


France and Algeria 


Spain 
Germany 
* Italy .. 
Belgium 
Holland,. 
Sweden.. 
Portugal 
Tunis .. 
Tripoli .. 
Dakar .. 


Total 





ee 


ee 


oe 








Exports. 
1894, 1893, 
£ £ 
184,008 143,848 
64,631 36,205 
158,375 93,070 
9,339 2,607 
4,924 3,244 
15 50 
‘3,607 "6,822 
844 100 
232 426 
3,320 1,188 
421,796 287,560 
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Imports. 
1894. 1893, 

L £ 
287,124 260,104 
172,048 149,310 
27,659 25,487 
32,723 56,425 
¥ "4,088 
6,117 1,336 
480 1,112 

249 ee 
525,400 493,774 
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RETURN of all Shipping at the Port of Tangier during the Year 
























































1894. 
ENTERED. 
Sailing. Steam. Total. 
Nationality, aaaner waist e : 
umber 0 umber 0 umber of 
‘Vessels. Tons. Vessels, Tons. Veasels, Tona. 
British ves 6 140 237 44,785 243 44,925 
Fronch oe eee a ecg 82 53,008 82 53,008 
German... ae wee ene 52 50,247 52 50,247 
ee a eee ae ee 
Portuguese... as "S "369 on “ 5 "369 
Brant ane _ 235 5,605 = sal Os 7 198,656 
wedish ss. aes eas aes 300 
Total ass ox 246 6,114 769 351,298 1,015 857,412 
+, for the year 
preceding ... oo one aa ace 1,055 292,358 
CLEARED. 
erences SS TN SS OSes 
| Sailing. Steam, Total. 
peony: Number of | Mi ber of i a f ; 
* umber 0 umber o umber 0 
Vessels, |  T0R8 Vessels, TSUA: Vessels. Tons. 
British See Wass 5 | 105 236 44,732 24 44,837 
French es aes aes eis 82 53,008 82 53,008 
German ene tee | ace s het . cee 
Dutch ous eee ove ee 3 : 
Ottoman (ele | 1 W571 1 157k 
Portuguese... wee 3 i 4 — eee 3 14 
Spanish 4.00 ws 232 5,381 ie ag a aa 
Swedish ws. ave ov } aaa 
Total ase awe 240 5,600 765 350,122 1,005 355,722 


for the year j . 
preceding tes oes eee oe ae 1,042 280,409 
i TEruan. 


Annex A.—ReEtuRN of all Shipping at the Port of Tetuan during 
the Year 1894. 





















































ENTERED, 
Salling. Steam. Total, 
Nationality. eaaanrl . @ ‘ | ses Re 
umber 0 _ Number 0} * vumber 0 . 

Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Nests, ' Tons. 
British we snl «2 1,689 6 30t. +418! ~—+2,993 
French wee ane} on a 2 945 2 45 
Spanish ... a 65 137 1 475 56 | 1,212 
Total 4. a 167 2,426 9 3,724 176 4,150 

wy for the year | | 
preceding oss eos see ou 167 | 11,330 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





















































TANGIER, 9 
CLEARED, 
Sailing. | Steam. Total, 

Natfonality, eres % : ae umbetot 

umber 0 umber 0: umber 0 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels, Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
British avo oe 112 1,692 6 304 118 1,996 
French. -_ sae ses 2 945 2 945 
Spanish 4. sé 57 762 1 475 58 1,237 
Total =a. wee 169 2,454 9 1,724 178 4,178 

», forthe year 

preceding 4. we ove ave ove 166 11,335 





Annex B.—Rerurn of Principal Articles of Export from Tetuan 


during the Years 1894-93. 

















1894. 
Articles. 
Quantity. | Value. 

£ 
Almonds... OT Cwts. a 40 120 
Baskets, empty 40 ee Pieces”... 3,700 2) 

Bones wee ies ete Cwts, a. ie on 
Cork... vas sce} eee ” euy 1,815 2,095 
EGg8..  cce tue ae Thousands 975 1,463 
Fowls aoe ase aes Dozens .. 60 30 
Fresh fruits... ase aes ae ane 240 
Goat-skins and hal one Cwts, as 219 162 
Linseed aa ace te ” eet 1,650 825 
Onions aes ees sas " ies 400 80 
Oranges anette tee Thousands 4,060 2,030 
Raisins a eos aee Cwts. 4 200 120 
Slippers. ose ete Pairs et — 2,000 160 
Snuff... ae ous one Cwts. as 16 160 

Fans... ave on ase ” aes oe on 
Vegetables... oe nee eee ave 50 
Wax... Try eae ane Cwts. eee 12 600 
Otherarticles a. ane ‘és ate i 400 
Total .. oe see os "8,556 

















1893. 
Quantity. Value. 
= 

75 188 
4,100 25 
3,120 390 
1,400 840 
$04 882 
120 60 
aes 270 
1,240 682 
400 80 
3,350 1,675 
2,000 160 
12 120 
560 140 
rr) 100 
150 750 
ons 950 
a 7,312 
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Annex C.—Returw of Principal Articles of Import to Tetuan 


during the Years 1894-93. 





Articles. 








Brass and copper 
Building materials ... 


1894. 


Quantity. 


& 
oe] Crrts. ... tee 30 120 
ane ene w 140 


Candles eee ese a] Crts. ... 665 950 
Cloth ... ose «/ Bales... 8 336 
Coffee . «| Cwrs, 136 545 
Cotton manufactures. _...| Bales and boxes 289 17,940 
Cotton, raw and thread ....} Bales... 105 3,450 
Crockery and glassware ...] Barrels, boxes, 
and hampers 128 316 
Drugs ... wie ne bss exe 665 
Flour .., 0... ene eeef BOGS 2. nef = 18,388 9,309 
Fruits = aes se A5 
Furniture see eas ave 680 
Hardware -| Barrels and 
boxes ae 174 1,392 
Hides ... «| Pieces 0... 600 300 
Tron... wee} Cwis. ... ove 3,500 720 
Oils, olive and ‘peti zoleum --| Barrels and 
boxes wad 3,106 2,097 
Rice... Cwrs. ... 200 100 
Saltpetre and salt common... ey. eo ie 1,280 470 
Silk, thread and manu- ” se kas 2k i 1,224 
factured =... eee Pieces . is 96 
Spices .. {| Bags, boxes, 
and serous ... 113 156 
Sugars... .| Cwts. ... 4,350 3,900 
Steel - ay ee eee eed 108 81 
Tea os. Chests ... aus 165 660 
Wine, spirits, ‘and ale aes ie 320 
Other articles... ... ss 2,592 
Total on . oni 48,578 


Value. 





1893. 
Quantity. Value 
£ 
24 84 
aes 641 
350 700 
a 245 
55 275 
303 12,030 
10 400 
i 386 
an 115 
11,175 6,850 
“480 
175 2,106 
325 130 
2,440 530 
2,702 1,160 
448 336 
5,306 29% 
12 
f 880 
100 
78 169 
3,743 4,391 
190 181 
1035 315 
ee 47 
3,174 
36,919 





Annex D.—Tas_e showing Total Value of all Articles Exported 
from and Imported to Tetuan from and to Foreign Countries 


during the Ye 


ears 1894-93. 























Exports. Imports. 
Country. -— a : 
1894. 1893. 1894, 1898. 
£ £ £ £ 
Gibraltar... ws] 5,286 4,996 47,508 35,759 
Marseilles and Oran .. 1,580 352 * 15 os 
Spain .. oe 1,696 2,734 1,060 1,160 
Total .. es 8,556 7,312 48,578 36,919 
LARAICHE. 
Mr. Vice-Consul Forde reports as follows :— 
Preliminary Remarks. 
This has been an exceptionally unprofitable year for 


merchants, deaiers, and producers, notwithstanding a large 
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increase in imports. Perhaps even in 1880, when the ageregate 
value of imports and exports was under 32,000/., the net result 
was more favourable than that of 1894. Dull markets for 
produce and decline in price of sugar in Europe are largely 
accountable for this. The late Sultan’s death, currency difficulties, 
failure of the bean crop, an abnormal wheat crop, but its export 
prohibited, have also contributed to render this an all round 
disastrous year for Laraiche district. 


Imports. 


Imports show a steady increase, exceeding those of 1893 by 
over 30,0002. Great Britain’s large contribution to this improve- 
ment is mainly in cotton goods, having sent 75 more bales than Cotton goods 
in 1893; besides, whereas the average value per bale last vear 
was 682. 12s., in this if. amounted to a fraction under 871. 5s., this 
being chiefly due to the increased size of the bales, the quality 
and class of material heing much the same. : 

The great scarcity and dearness of wheat and other grain Bread stuffs. 
early in the year accounts for the increase of some 2,700/. in 
bread-stuffs. 

There is a steady falling-off in the imports from Great Britain Earthenware 
of earthenware and glassware. In these two a cicies Germany is 2nd glassware. 
gradually coming to the front and ousting Great Britain and 
France from the Fez and other interior markets. ; 

The same remarks apply to hardware. Hardware. 

Almost every month cases of samples of innumerable cheap, Fancy goods, 
useful, and fancy articles are received frem Gemany and sent to re ais 
Fez, Mequinez, &c.; this energetic procedure is naturally 
rewarded with orders. No attempt is made io introduce such goods __ 
from England, nor do I remember baving seen English paper or Paper and 
matches in this part of Morocco. talons, 

All the iron but no steel came from England; Belgium sent Iron and 
445 cwts. of latter. Steels 

1,5002 of cheap alcohol was received from Germany, Alcohol. 
most of which was transported to Fez and re-distilled there. 

Belgium manvfacturers have been trying to imitate both in 

quality and manner of packing (in bags) the loaf sugar imported Loaf sugar. 
here from France, with the result that it has sent 525 tons this 

year as ayainst only 75 in 1893, and Ifrench sugar shows a 

decrease of 35 tons. Latterly Belgien sugar was offered at 

about 50 c. of'a fr. less per cwt. c.i.f. here than that of France. 

The average quality of tea imported was slightly superior to Tea. 
that of previous years. 

The quantity of woollen cloth is just about double the receipts Woollen 
of 1893, Great Britain having contributed the largest share in cloths. 
this increase; the quality and class of material have not varied 
much. 

In this year’s statistical tables petroleum isincluded in “ other Petroleum. 
articles,” as only 400 cases were imported, a large surplus from 
last year accounts for this falling-off. 
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There has been an increase in receipts of spices, the pro- 
portion from Great Britain and France, the only contributors, 
being about the same as last year. 


Exports, 


I had to report last year as a disastrous one for Laraiche and 
district in‘ exports, on which their commercial prosperity mainly 
depends, but 1894 has proved still more disastrous. The total 
value of all shipments only reached 33,2002. or say 13,4007. less 
than in 1893. 

The bean crop of 1893 was almost entirely bought up by the 
mountain tribes in spring of this year for local consumption, and 
when that was finished there was sucha scarcity of wheat and 
other grains throughout the neighbouring provinces that farmers 
cut a great part of their beans which in ary case would have 
been much under the average, when still unripe for local sale and 
their own wants; consequently there remained but a small 
portion for trade, nor has there been any demand for the small 
stocks in town. 

Wigh prices were paid for this season’s birdseed here, in 
consequence of firm markets in Europe in summer, but the sup- 
plies from other countries having proved much above what was 
expected, prices began to fall in England in autumn, when only 
a little over half the stocks had been sold. The final result will 
probably be a loss to sellers. 

Even in the item oranges, where only some 5007. were employed 
in the purchase, a loss was incurred of about 200J. through the 
fruit having fallen from the trees during a succession of un- 
usually heavy gales and rains following on a couple of months of. 
dry weather. 

There was an improvement in the wool clip, the shipments 
having exceeded those of 1893 by 745 ewts., and I believe the 
quantity of fine Aboudia brought up by Rabat merchants was in 
excess of previous year. 


Shipping. 


The increase or decrease in shipping here depends mostly on ex- 
ports. About 90 per cent. of imports came in regular steam liners, 
which, however small the quantity of cargo, call at stated periods 
on the outward voyage, so that a large increase in imports would 
not represent a corresponding improvement in tonnage. The 
case is different as regards exports, because when there is pro- 
duce for shipment, the same steamers call again on the return 
journey; so that the decline in all tonnage is caused by a falling 
offin exports. Only 17 sailers, 14 of which were small lateen 
craft, cleared with cargo, eight of them taking oranges to 
Seville. 

The rates of freight from Belgiumand on Manchester goodshave 
been lowered considerably, the former to compete with Hrance for 
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the sugar trade; the latter is in consequence of an arrangement be- 
tween a Spanish line trading on this coast and two Liverpool 
lines plying between Liverpool, the Canary Islands, and West 
Coast of Africa, whereby former would make two voyages a 
month to the islands, carrying produce from the coast for tran- 
shipment to England by latter, and receive cargo for tlhe’ coast. 
Manchester goods weie brought thus af. a through rate of 25s. 
per ton. Most of the bale goods, hitherto carried by the 
Mersey Steamship Company’s steamers, were transferred to the 
new lines until the Cunard, Moss, and Leyland steamers, traditig 
between Liverpool and the Mediterranean, reduced their through 
rates on cotton goods for Morocco, vid Gibraltar, to 30%. when 
most of that trade was again transferred to these companies. 


General Remarks. 


The large quantities of Philippine coin in the country, and Philippine 
the late and present Sultan’s edicts for their withdrawal from °2- 
currency, has caused serious losses to merchants and others. This, 
tdzether with the political confusion following on the late 
Sultan’s death, has rendered the collection of debts in the gonection of 
interior most difficult. A healthy trade cannot be expected debis. 
until the young Sultan’s authority be firmly established, not only 
here but. throughout the Empire. 

There has been less fluctuation for English and French bills Exchange. 
than in 1893. 


Aygriculiure. 


This year is remarkable as having produced the heaviest crop Whea 
of wheat on record, much beyond the wants of the country; but 
the fear of a state of anarchy after the death of the late Sultan at 
beginning of the harvest caused many farmers to thrash before 
the wheat was sufficiently dried; consequently much of it is 
already full of weevils, but this will not prevent there remain- 
ing a large surplus for next year, or for export if this be per- 
mitted. Before harvest wheat was selling at 3 dol. per 
measure, and the present price is 60 c. of a dollar. Barley was Badee 
also a large crop. Beans were much under the average. Beans, 
The weather in general has been favourable for sheep and gheep and 
cattle. The death-rate among the former has been considerably cattle. 
under the average. The natives never think of keeping their 
cattle, sheep, or horses under cover, even in the most inclement 
weather. 
In travelling through the cork forests in this neighbourhood Gory trees. 
I noticed many trees doomed to decay, owing to the reckless 
manner in which the ignorant natives have stripped them of bark 
for trading purposes. 
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Return of all Shipping at the Port of Laraiche during the 















































Year 1894. 
ENTERED. 
Sailing. Steam. Total. 
Nationality. 
Number of Number of Number of 

Vessels, Tons. Vessels, Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
British toe one lt 236 24 17,745 35 17,981 
French ge Se sae 25 16,145 25 16,145 
Spanish see sce 18 401 21 8,593 39 8,994 
German... eve ase 8 5,016 8 5,016 
Portuguese _ 8 298 sae Ses 8 298 
Total tee ee 37 935 78 47,499 115 48,434 

» forthe year 
preceding... G4 1,687 95 62,428 | 159 62.115 

CrxaBep. 
| Sailing. Steam. Total. 
Nationality. ~ , 
Number of , Number o: Number of 

Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
British 1. we hh 236 24 17,745 | 35 17,981 
French wae sss ‘ Ae 25 16,145 25 16,145 
Spanish... eas 18 ‘ 401 21 8,593 39 8,994 
German... we bes ies 8 5,016 8 §,016 
Portuguese... ove 8 : 298 ove oe g 298 
Total... 37 935 78 47,499 5 48,434 

» for the year 


preceding... 64 1,687 95 62,428 159 64,115 





Rerurn of Principal Articles of Import to Laraiche during the 
Years 1894-93, 




















F 1894, 1893, 
' ae ea ere 
Articles. 
Quantity, Value. Quantity. Value. 
i £ £ 

Brass and copper . oe weet Certs. aes 270 1,057 212 $28 
Breadstutfs, groceries, &e. wool oy ood 8,029 6,045 3,188 2,373 
Candles... oo weed og ase 6,632 16,976 5,080 12,962 
Cheniicals and drugs oe seal (s° g3 owe 469 592 109 102 
Coffee ‘és y see see » sa 189 . 941 100 502 

Cotton— \ 
Manufactured ... .. «| Bales... 998 86,129 912 62,420 
Raw ose a] Cwts.  . 686 2,648 584 2,336 
Earthenware and glassware | Packages... 359 1,718 490 1,981 
Furniture ... oes ee an 53 ee 42 516 217 1,742 
Hardware ... ee ues ” aus 590 2,364 1,409 3,976 
Incense, porfumery, &e... «| Cwts. we 169 963 293 1,292 
Iron and steel... ove soof 459 eae 3,787 2,326 11,298 6,821 
Matches... ses See ee| GrosS wwe 10,920 1,342 10,320 1,135 
Paper eed -.j Reams... 34,062 2,221 18,736 1,530 
Sacks and balecloth ... «| Bales... 52 604 100 840 
Silk . aes ses veel CWES. one 404 22,272 290 16,920 
Spices | _ asain «Rae ee ey ass 1,791 3,922 945 2,14d 
Spirits and wine ... aes eo} Gallons ...J 20,022 2,252 16,510 1,903 
Sugar ves ons ave | Cwts. tee 76,233 98,554 67,448 104,222 
Tea ... ae a} Chests... 2,762 9,509 2,427 7,129 
Tin-plates and tin. + wes -.| Cwts. ose 655 791 445 557 
Woollen cloth eee eee «| Yards 4. 32,740 8,895 16,470 3,490 
Other articles... ove ses eee ws 2,824 ie 7,218 
Total eno _ fr vee ose 275,461 ‘a8 245,023 

AGA ET EEDA TIT I SSN PEE ES eeprom a a a NEN TRIE ENE SES TNR lr RE SNP IE IIIT ET NET 
ra 
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Return of Principal Articles of Export from Laraiche during the 
Years 1894-98. 


« 





























1894. 1893. 
Articles. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value, 
& & 
Beans eee tee oes | Quarters ... 832 910 3,505 4,609 
Birdseed 00.00 uk tse nes a aes 4,296 9,483 4,960 j; 16,039 
Dates ose ove weep woe Ont. eee 166 665 462 1,476 
Ghazul (aponaceous earth) ...) >> . 1,209 920 1,502 1,202 
Goat skins ... _ eee esl 93 ase 395 1,378 472 1,708 
Hides aes an ane eel ogy eas 241 386 eve ae 
Marjoram . . nee re ” ae 876 346 <3 
Oranges Mil. 650 390 1,520 1,034 
Peas... ase ase ase, wne |, Quarters 153 448 I 1,309 
Wool, ingrease .. 9. wee CWE. awe 7,061 17,645 6,187 16,380 
Other articles ies rn eo” 28 ses 2,856 


Total =... ae eee ses ae 33,199 tee 46,613 





TABLE showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported from 
and Imported to Laraiche from and to Foreign Countries 
during the Years 1894-93. 











Exports, Imports. 
Country. ine aan 
1894, 1893. 1894. | 1898, 
£ £ £ | £ 
Great Britain .. 0. 9,782 25,822 135,214 109,264 
France.. .. ..] 19,638 18,580 117,497 127,705 
Belgium a ai 104 ue 16,044 3,917 
Germany ee 423 224 6,708 | 3,454 
Spain. ; 1,163 4,566 |; 393 414 
Portugal : 2,144 2,471 ‘ ' “s 
Ttaly: ga. Gees <a’ as es | 605} 269 
Total --| 38,199 46,613 | 275,461 | 245,023 
Frz. 


Mr. Vice-Consul MacLeod reports as follows :— 

The trade of this district has during the past year presented 
few satisfactory features. 

The dearth and semi-famine referred io in the report for 
1893 continued until the end of May. 

Small traders became more and more embarrassed, and pay~ 
ments increasingly difficult to obtain in consequence. At the 
end of May, however, the strain was relieved in great measure 
by the harvest of all kinds of cereals proving unusually plentiful. 
Wheat and barley fell in 3 days from 10°50 pesetas and 5°75 
pesetas the mud to 1°75 pesetas and 1:10 pesetas respectively. 
These latter prices, however, suddenly became doubled, and 
remained so for about a month on receipt of the news of the 


(2061) B 
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Sultan’s death in the middle of June. But from the end of July 
orward (when the new Sdiltan arrived) prices became again 
normal, and rates of land transport (the most important charge 
existent here on merchandise) reiiidiriéd fairly low. 

No statistics of the local imports, exports, and manufactures 
being obtainable from the Moorish Government, it is as yet 
impossible to review the local commercial year otherwise than in 
« general way by personal observation. 


Imports, 


The sales of European goods of all kinds were unusually 
small. Fewer comimercial travellers than formerly visited the 
district, and even those who came were as a rule disinclined to 
trade, except on cash terms, or only with merchants of the 
highest standing. 

Even in the latter case the orders were small, the poorer . 
classes not having recovered from the months of dearth in the 
winter and spring of 1894-95, and the tribes being in a more or 
less unsettled state after the death of the Sultan, causing the 
merchants to be afraid of purchasing, while the increasing diffi- 
culty of obtaining payments disinclined settlers to push for 
business. ; 

No new articles (such as the enamelled ironware and sewing 
machines of previous years) were introduced, nor did the Moorish 
Government make any noteabie foreign purchases. 


Laports. 


These are shown in the reports from Laraiche and Tangier 
through which ports all Fez exports pass. 


Agriculture. 


The salient features of 1894 were the abundance and good 
quality of the crops of all kinds. Quwing:to the previous season’s 
poor harvest unusually large ateas had been soivn, and although 
at one time the crops seemed imperilled by drought the timely 
arrival of rain saved them. Neither locusts nor cattle disease of 
any kind appeared, so altogether 1894 was almost tinprecedented 
in its advantages to the farmer and fruit grower. 


General Retrospect. 


The year 1894 in Fez history was marked by the death 
of the Sultan in June, and the proclamation and subsequent 
arrival, on July 21, of his successor. . 

The circumstances ensuing upon these events presented some, 
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as regards foreigners, striking, and on the whole unexpected 
features. No tumult occurred in the city, nor was thére a single 
instance of attack or insult to any foreigner duiting thé few 
critical days which followed the artival of the Hews of the 
Sultan’s death. While foreigners ftom motives of prudence 
rather than (as it turned oiit) of necessity reniained indodts for 

two or.three days, yet in many cases they réecéived offers of 
hospitality and protection, in case of need} from infldential 
Moslems, officials as well as private persons. 

In the neighbouring towns of Mequinez and Sifroo events 
moved equally smoothly. 

In the surrounding country a few isolated cases of highway 
robbery occurred, but even these were far fewer than were 
expected. : 

This happy issue of what was anticipated to be a most 
perilous contingency is mainly attributable to the dearth and 
semi famine of 1894-95. 

The masses of the people both in town and country were 
impoverished both in body and means, and too much occupied 
in securing the plentiful harvest to risk the consequences of a 
turmoil. In the city the authorities suspended the collection 
of the hated local octroi duties, and thus avoided (until after 
the Sultan arrived) raising the most probable cause of friction 
with the populace. 

Upon local trade the change of Government had a mixed 
effect. The insecurity of the roads caused for a few weeks a 
suspension of trade with the Tafilet district entirely, and in a 
lower degree with other parts also. The tribes were too con- 
cerned with safe-guarding their homes and harvest to trade as 
usual, and simply stopped payment of their debts to merchants 
for several months. 

On the other hand the presents of clothes and money, made 
by the new Sultan to the numerous deputations which arrived 
from all parts of the country to offer their allegiance, was 
beneficial in reducing merchants’ stocks and circulating money 
which had been lying idle in the Treasury. 

In October a British Special Mission, under Mr. (afterwards 
Sir Ernest) Satow arrived at Fez and remained for nearly 6 
months, while in December Count Tattenbach, German Minister, 
also paid a visit to the Moorish Court. 

‘he difficulties in recovering debts, noticed in last year’s Debts 
report, still continue. Benne 

The usual procedure is that on a complaint being made the 
Basha cites four merchants, always Moslem natives, to hear the 
case. ‘Their almost invariable finding is to extend the time of 
payment to the debtor, no matter how rich he may be. On this 
extension of time not being kept, another set of Moslems hear 
the case, and, as 4 rule, grant a fresh extension to the debtor. A 
strong independent and competent tribunal to try commercial 
cases seems to be required. 

The British and Frénch post-offices, instituted in 1892, appear 
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to be gaining steadily in the public estimation. During 1894 
the French couriers’ service was made tri-weekly instead of 
bi-weekly, and the money order system in counection with post- 
offices belonging to the French system begun. 

In November and December some of the tribes between Fez 
and El Kesar revolted against their governor. Several robberies 
of couriers took place necessitating for two or three weeks a 
military escort for the mail carriers. Fortunately, however, in 
only one instance was the mail irrecoverable. 


“ 
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Printed for Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 
By HARRISON AND SONS, 
Printers in Ordinary to Her Majesty. 
(75 9]95—H&S 2061) 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





